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Seattle, Wash; 
April  15, 1932. 

Commissioner of Fishsries, 
Washingtan, D. C: 

Dear S i r t o -  

There is inclosed, herewith, a supplement of The 
Bristol Bay Operations, a8 requested in offioe letter to Mr. 
Wirm, dated March tumw Sfxth, file seventeen. 

I t r u s t  *hie w i l l  give the required detail om- 
oernhg -the red salmon run in eeah of the stseams of The 
Bristol Bay Distriot. 

Rsspeetfhlly submnftted, 

FL:BJ 
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Kvfohak-Xalcnek Riverst- 

These lam river8 have b be grouped to- 
gether beoause the bay8 are so close together that the  runs co8t- 
ing in cannot be distinguished. 

As amail there wa8 a 8md.l  run aecmded 
the stfeast, about the twentieth of June, before the fishing sea- 
son opened. The f b s t  red salmon were observed on the upper river 
on June f i f teenth and several anall schools were 8een around the 
twentieth. Jus t  before the season opened, June twenty f i f t h ,  a 
good run struck in, most of t h e m  gett ing past  before the se&san 
opened. By June tmnty seventh, when the mekly dosed  8 8 1 6 ~ ~ ~ 1  
began, the run had dropped off again. A large run started the 
f i r n t  days of July and aontinuad s t r o n g  u n t i l  July tenth, when 
they gradually tapered of f  t o  the end of the season. 

There were very few fish a t  the begin- 
ning of th. fishfng aeason, Smre trrentg fifth. On the tnanty 
eighth m good run struok i n  and from then on u n t i l  the f i f teen th  
of July the run omtinued st;l.ong, w i t h  the peak about July fourth 
t o  tenth. An exceptionally good run fo r  this river. 

Egegik River:- 

Fish ettruak in on Jtdy third and continued 
+trong, reaching a pesk July f i f t h  to eighth and slacking off very 
noticeably during the week end closed period of July tnrrtlfth. Fish 
star ted coming in strongly again on the evening flood of July four- 
teenth and graduallytapered off toward the and of the seasonr 

Nushsgak River 8 -  

The followSng is  quoted PFaaa one of Warden 
Fanno*r rsports~ "The red smlmon aeaeon s tar ted o f f  very 8hOk and 
oontirmed the 8 ~ w o  till Friday evening July thi rd,  when (L fair run 
of salmon cam into the river. The run continued mer Saturday and 
Sunday w i t h  el fair 8hOning Monday. The run, from July sfxth, eon- 
tinued t o  gradually rlacken, in faatwi 
days there was no r m  of red salmon." 



-4- \ . 
Patrol Boat Yo. 7 - EerteL Johnson, Capt-, Donald So Praeger, Engineer I 

89. 7 ran tended Xdchal.: and Eaknek n s i ~ s  and patrolled some i n  Kvicha;lr Bay. 
a to ta l  of over gD0 3nours dwdng %e season. 
d . l e3  provided no toning had been done and witl.out t ide e i ther  m~r. 

This muZd be equivsler.+, to 4,000 

Patrol ?oat No. 8 - Eenry McFadden, Capt., Stanley C. lpholo, Engineer - 
tended the ?l?usi!lk w e i r  and patrolfed Ugaahik Bayb 

P a t r o l  Boat EoD 9 - Alf Christensen, Cap%., Oscar Thorene, Engineer - patml led  
Kvicha;k Bay. 

SALMOE EJBl --- LED PAm: There was a good run of red aalman i n  Erlistol w, 
especis1:y on the ~ o u t l i  side from Ugashik to t3e Kvichalc Pdver. 
i n  the Egegik, X h e k  and Evichak Rivere was far above the averwe. 
8PCaPaent There there was o n l y  one camery, operating,ms exceptionally p o d .  
The run i n  tf2e PTushaghk ?Aver was not 80 good as on the 8outh side of P,ristol Bay 
snd the canneries did not ?ut as much of  a pa& proportiomtely but there seems 
to  be a f a i r l y  good escapemeat. The bulk o f  the m.n stmck i n  on J'y 'I, r igh t  
a t  the beginning of a mekJy.cloeed period. 

The escapement 
The Vgashik \ 

Iche total pack in the Itaichal;-%knek M s t r i c t  i n  cases amounted to 707,667 
r e d  salmon, 3S5 kings, 29,975 ckms and 5,?7l3 red salrnon tails. 
were 1,:E;O barre l s  of d l d  cured md salmon. 

In  addition there 

The total l!ushsg& S v e r  canzlery pack i e  as follows: 167,995 =de, g,$4 kings, 
27,526 chums and 84 cohos. 

The E5egik pack ran 96,235 reds, b4 kings, 1,927 chuns and a7 re8 mlmn 

The ~gashik pack was 9,lh reds, 5 kings and 924 chumss 

The B r i s t o Z  Bsy a s t r i c t  total i s  1,023,043 red mlmon, S,g@ kings, &3,350 
chums, & cohos a 6  6,195 red salmon tails and i n  addition 1,950 barrels  of mild 
cured ealmdn, 

tai ls  and 600 barrels of mild cured red%. 

There were 1,059 gill net boats 0;;k tno men each operatea i n  the BfetricS. PI 

/ +  ,,/ 
! 

boat used nearly 1 9  fathoas of gil l  net, 
kQ- by l oca l  reeidr$g,selline their  catch to the cmneriesD 

3f these boats 2&? were operated 
O f  the local  residents 

119 U S  were native$,, There were ale0 XISF: stake nets  operated by l o c a l  resiclents, 

7 
&ck ?mat and ngarlp all stake nets  m n i r e d  two sen to 

' v *L. 2 - i  2- %dL.--. ri ..e.** '%,+ ..a dn* I ** .A "'--bq 

?%ere were -II--- 28 c'kneriea operated in  the di8tr ikt  including one floater. ' I? 

There were also % R e  anall sa l t e r i e s  operated-  
this robort showing the DaCk by species f o r  ea 
d is t r ic t .  

rhpm + P  SI t-hffi af.tmchnd tnf2-----3 

KvICB~E WEIR: On me evening of *e 4, 
XvicW weir l e f t  the Marine Vnys. mere w e ~ e  
f 'om small 7atml boata m d  Tarden Lucas. Pat 
were t e e 2  along +a tow the material an0 BatpJpl 



large fish scows, >orrowed from the Pacific American Fisheries Cenneq, loaded 
with lumber and other supplies, the p i l e  driver scow, two potecows, a power 
skiff and two other akiffs. T3e "ScoteF" towed the cannery scows as far as 
Carlisle,  one of t3m on June 5, a a d  *he other one on Jane 9. Carlisle is 12 
miles above Xoggiung aad as far as the "Scoter" can go up river. 
38 miles fron Carlislg t6 %e o l d  weir site and approxinately 10 miles frou? the 
old weir s i t e  to t3e new weir site. This a s t a a c e  has never been surveyed that 
I k n o w  of and t3e mileage given is estfmsted f ron  the rurrning t i m e  o f  severel 
boats making many triQs, The last 10 miles i s  5Zrough the XaskaniM mats where 
the r iver  spreads out around many islands and is shallow an2 often swift. Fro= 
Carlisle the )4 small  patrol  boats towed the canner;v l ighters  and the piledriver 
one a t  a time to the old weir site. The piledriver ecow is mall enough 80 
that i t  could be towed the rest o f  the w a y  thmu& tke flats, 5ut the loads 
on t3e cannen scows had to be transferred tn mall potscows. Boats Nos, 7 and 
8 could make oze mumi trip a 
reacfied the weir on Cum3 25, As t h i s  was the opening day of tbe fishing season 
i t  was too late to-2uti3 +he weir for t h i s  year 's  census. 
decidedto-pt i n  part of i t  to see how i t  muld hold as the water i s  swift an8 
the gravel rather loose, There are two islands at U s  s i t e  c l iv id ix  fie r iver  
into three channels to-ng 1700 feet  o f  weir. 3 e  middle channel is sviftest 
and deepest being 9 f e e t  deep i n  one place and running nearly 5 miles per hour 
i n  the ddd le ,  A l l  of the horses were b u i l t  a 0  the weir was constructed across 
this middle channel, 
and difficult  work. 
 acme^ the tm side channels. 

I t  i s  a3out ~ * -  /------ -__ ..- - 

with a potecoa each. !%e last o f  t3e material 

Eowever, i t  w a s  

It washed some but c a  '56 made to hold, but i t  is  slow 
It w i l l  be comparatively eaEy to constmct moden racks 

1 Would recommend t b k t  the e lec t r ic  weir be used acmss this mi&ae c u e 1  
Just using i t  a i  a &ear 'yo diver t  the fish to the tm- side stream. Xi1 the 
nachfnery W-msrly all the maserial % r  W s  type o f  weir is  already at t'ne 
;rdarine 8ays as i t  w a s  ased f o r  a weir i n  1930. A t  the new l o c a t i o n  +.e e lec t r ic  
6Creea Ca3. be b u i l t  acm86 the middle channel a t  the lower enas of the islands 
and the wooden racks b u i l t  across the side charnels at  the q p e r  ends o f  tile 
islands, rnaking the l a t t e r  near l r  half a rnile above tbe e lec t r ic  weir. 
the e lec t r ic  screen held the fish back Fell enough but fhey could mt be induced 
t o  go t h r o e  the counting gates wliich were i n  s?!rt moden weirs at  each side 
of the e lec t r ic  screen. These wood mcks dammed the water up causing i t  t o  
pract ical ly  all m through the center electfiaZfied sector where there was mi 
obs$ruCtiooA A t  the new location the e lec t r ic  weir being b u i l t  a t  the >mer 
ends of tha islands should shear the fidi to  each side into separate and inde- 
pendent channels w i t h  a rack across t3a upper ecd. 

1- - 

In 1930 

!The material on the Kvichak was sorted and neatly stacked on the 3ank 80 
i t  would be available immediately the crek reacfi@r'_ *ere next sr>rirg. 
l e f t  tl?e K v i c h a k  towing fhe piledriver an& potscows 00- on July 28. 

Tne CFPW 

BX5GIX WEIR: It i s  intended to  b d l d  a weir o f  wooden constructfon across 
the Efegiis Iiiver the cnning seasonr 
was purchased t h i s  year not only Tor t3e weir, but a lso  a house 14x30 feet for  
l iv ing  quarters f o r  the crew. 
mlipan l e f t  t3e :brine ~ a y s  i n  t o w  of tqe "Scoter" and Patrol mat :yo. 7 on 
.'uly 70. 
River as far as Ericson's place by no. 7 on July 31. 

With this intention i n  mind the matefial 

This material &-d a-cE3W9X *rtF of b E, 

The cannery SCOT with the asterid aboard was taken u? the v&k 
X t  was unloadee on ths 

i 
I 



bank here as the transportation the reminder of the distance w i l l  have to be by 
potecow ani! amal l  power dory of gmall draft, to  the weir site near the foot o f  
the rapids. 
when the crew had t o  3e taken off on A m s t  18, to f in i s3  the work at the b r i n e  
8Kvs before sai l ing time. 

About half of the a t e r i a l  h d  been tmaqor t ed  to fhe weir site 

COL~ISSIQXER~S VISITS Gommissioner O'Mhlh7q7 reac'fied B r i s t o l  Bay on the 
"Penguin'' 3 f i y  11. 
7inn made an tnepection t r i p  to the Xaknek weir the following day r e t tming  
to the 3ay i n  the evening and the following day nade a survey o f  conilltions 
i n  genem.1 i n  the Xvichak-Faknek area sailing again on the morning of the 14. 

The Carmissioner and party accomymied by &ent Demnis 

VIO-UTIOmS: 
viction was secured. 
iniractions of  the regulations have been very few in the paet tm $earsr 

One fishing boat was caught violating the law and a COY+ 
The Burersufe boats were patroll ing constantly and 

WLTIVE COSDITXOYS: Owing to a good fish x-un the genm,l  economic condi t ioa  - c- of  tbe natives i n  this district  is as g o a - a s T t  3 5 ' V & 3 . ' p s ' ~ ~ m ~  P-%,cticall;ps^--i 
every family that had on9 o r  more members fishing comercirtlly on 5he bay. 
tke fish drylng racks noticed br  the writer were f'al of fish by fall, thus 
insuring the main a r t i c l e  of diet f o r  men and the necessary dog teams. 

U 1  

mIsR OF WRK AM) ~BsS!M?3LI3?G OF CZBwS AT B A S  CAW: The Z g e m  crew 

The 4 horsepower engines 

rettzrned +-a tbe :Lr ine  Va:m rrr: k~pist 17. 
on ampst a. The engines of  Patrol Boats Xos. 3, 8 and 2 were reaoved, crated 
ana prepared f o r  aMpmnt+ to Seat t le  for  major repairs. 
from two power CJkiffs wre &ab taken o u t  and shipped fo r  re-pairs. 
equipnent was _pulled aut  on the '(18~s and the l a t t e r  W e n  u? as far as the 
high water vxa9.c and stared for the ninter. 

??le :;aknel: a n d  3gashik c r e w  arrived ' 

The f loat ing 

- CREW TRAYVSF0,S'PBTIOP S 0 ~ c ) m T D :  Seven men were sent out on the "Pictoriaw 
to  
ffScotertf and seventeen on the fi'CrELneft. 
A u g u s t  28. 
t ion of one l e f t  nt Seward and one at Trargell. %.e =en +%ken on the "Scoterfi 
were transferred to  a cornercial steamer at Getchikan and the flScoterff went on 
stream patrol  in sou*&eastern Alaalra. 

Seattle lezving P r i a W  Say t he  l a t t e r  par t  o f  July. Six men l e f t  on the 
The l a t t e r  two boats l e f t  the Bay on 

I 

!Fhe men on the nCranett rere taken thmugk to Seat t le  with the excep- 1 
I 

i 
I 

-- IEJERIES: On June 9, (learge I. &hams rscgived a,n accidental cut w i t h  a 
knife ani. %as i n  the Zogggung b D S Q i t a l  f o r  10 days. 
f e l l  and  fracbusc? the l e f t  sb51der blade. A l l  the doctors had lef t  the Bay. 
Bas transported on a ?:me to  the govez-ment 3ospi ta l  at  Anchorage, Alaska, 
wbre I was confined until Sep+,eaber 18, 

IBC0~4EYXJJATXTIomS: 

On august 25, the writer 

i 

A bunk scow is  badly needed f o r  the ZTviChak  weir CmWa 
There is m szftable  building-site-near the weir for a permanent bUflEng, 
A l ight  scow abut i S X F 5  feet w i t h  l iv ing quarters 15x40 feet 'Inlilt on it, 
would be much Dore convenient than A house as tie crew could be esi'ta33i&ed 
on i t  f o r  Cie l o n e  trip from the !brine T4vs to the weir i n  the spring Rnd 
ahgain retzmini;: ia ???e fall. The scow could Ice zoore2 to a dolpUn clog 

1 the work and there would not be the necessity of making an6 bredzing C a n  
each year, Fbe BCQW could be l i gk t ly  constmc ted as i t  would never be 'r 
with a h e a v  loa6 as a f€sh SOW is, 



A new marine ways w i l l  so03 be a necessity. 
to accommodate our equipsent. 
u n t i l  i t  f l o a t s  on one or two exceptionally high t ides  each year. 
o f  the present w s  are so s o f t  that the steel sinks ixto f&em, !%e foundation 
p i l i n g  t h t  never were driven s o l i d  have nearly a l l  COD o u t  as far up as the 
t i d e  reache&. CTfiis makes i t  necessary to put i n  t e m p o w  blocking each year 
which is hare to hold i n  the s o f t  mud, The stem baXler and winch Liaul2 a lso  be 
moved 9 yards o r  so farther back on the hil ls ide out of reach o f  high tides. 

D e  one we have i s  not large emu.& 

The stringers 
Dne scow I s  on a gridiron where i t  cannot be raoved 

WII?TBR 2 s :  Varden Eric D. Fenno renained _in the i?ushagak r3fstrict f o r  
the wtxi$er to  q e r v i s e  f ie-destruct ion of  t r o u t  and "the payment o f  territorial 
bounties f o r  them. Vm. E. Sullivan randine2 on B e c h a r o f f  Lake a d  C. M. Batton 
on Iliamna Lake i n  the sane capacityt 
lpays as winter watchman of the ;5ureauts f loa t ing  equipsoent and 3x i ld inga  theres 

Mf Christensen r e d z e d  at the ! b i n e  


